
STAFF REPORT 
 
 

TO:  Finance Committee            DATE:  March 22, 2016 
 

FROM:  Scott Burnette, Fire Chief 
              

VIA:  Gary Jackson, City Manager 
   

SUBJECT: Contract agreement for State Regional Hazardous Materials Response Team 
Number Six (6) 

 

Summary Statement:  The North Carolina Department of Public Safety (NCDPS) has offered a 
contract agreement to the City of Asheville (City) for Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Response Services for the contract years of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2020.  The City has 
been a regional hazardous materials provider since FY1994-1995.  The State of North 
Carolina provides funding that fully supports the operational costs of the program. 

 

Review: 
North Carolina is divided into seven geographical regions for the purpose of hazardous 
material emergency response.  The NCDPS contracts with municipalities across North Carolina 
to respond into the geographical regions and provide technician level hazardous materials 
emergency response.  The Region 6 areas encompass the westernmost twenty counties. This 
action will be reviewed by the Finance Committee during its March 22 meeting, and if anything 
other than support, will be mentioned at the Council meeting. This action aligns with the 2036 
City Council Vision regarding a Smart City. 
 
 
Pros:  

• The State of North Carolina provides the hazardous materials response truck, all 
response equipment and provides for administrative costs of operating the team.  In 
addition, the state funds extensive training for members of the Asheville Fire 
Department to enable us to competently handle hazardous materials emergencies. 

• The City has full use of the truck and all specialty equipment.  Without the state 
hazardous materials contract, taxpayers would need to provide much of the resources 
necessary to properly respond to emergencies within the city.  With the contract, the 
City benefits from the equipment and resources being funded at the state level, rather 
than at the local level. 

• During the eighteen years that the City has provided regional hazardous materials 
response services, there have been no difficulties or disadvantages 

• Firefighter and citizen safety will be enhanced.   
 
Con:   

• None have been identified or known at this time. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
This contract generates approximately $69,000 in revenue for the City which is expended on 
operating our hazardous materials emergency response program. 
 



 
Recommendation:  Authorize the City Manager to enter into the four year contract agreement 
with the NCDPS to provide regional hazardous materials emergency response for Region 6. 
            
 

 
 

Attachments: Resolution 


